
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS  

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
February 12, 2024.  
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Lee Frey, Board President welcomed staff and guests.   
 
Roll Call was as follows: 
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present 
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Present 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present 
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
Lee turned control of the meeting over to Aaron Young, Executive Director who opened the floor up to 
nominations and/or motions for the position of President and Vice-President. 
 
Tom Frost nominated Lee Frey for President.  The nomination was seconded by Jeff Harvey. Tom Frost 
moved that all nominations for President be closed. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennet, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 

  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director turned control of the meeting over to Lee Frey, Board President. 
 
Lee Frey opened the floor for nominations for Vice President.  Jeff Harvey nominated Germaine Bennett 
as Vice-President.  The nomination was seconded by Tom Frost.  Tom Frost moved to close all 
nominations for Vice-President and to name Germaine Bennett Vice-President.  The motion was 
seconded by Lee Frey and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennet, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 8, 2024.  Lee Frey 
accepted the minutes into the record as written.   
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #91774 - #91907 for a total of $1,292,295.92, be approved. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, that the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, 
that disbursements #91774 - #91907 for a total of $1,292,295.92, be approved. The motion was 
seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted 
as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer requested an increase to appropriations to account to account 
100-1100-5073 Golf Department Supplies by $1,450. This is grant funding received from the Mahoning 
County Convention and Visitors Bureau for Mill Creek Golf Course to attend the Michigan and New York 
Golf & Travel Shows. Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, that the request to increase 



appropriations to account to account 100-1100-5073 Golf Department Supplies by $1,450., be approved. 
The motion was seconded by Tom Frost after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented and requested approval of Resolution R-24-03 
Requesting authorization to make tax advance requests to the Mahoning County Auditor on behalf of the 
Board as they become available throughout 2024.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance 
Director, that Resolution R-24-03 Requesting authorization to make tax advance requests to the 
Mahoning County Auditor on behalf of the Board as they become available throughout 2024, be 
approved. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
 

 



 
Aaron Young, Executive Director provided an update on the status of the 2023 Annual Report.  The report 
is anticipated to be completed by March 1, 2024 and will be available on the MetroParks website. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director presented the following proposed edit to the Board By-Laws.  The 
proposed change would better align the terms of officers with the terms of Board membership. 
 

Current Language: 
 

SECTION I - BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 

c. The officers of this Board shall consist of a President and Vice-President who shall be 
elected for a period of one year at its first meeting; thereafter, they will be elected by the 
Board annually at the second meeting of the calendar year, each to serve until a successor 
is elected.  The President and Vice-President shall serve no more than three consecutive 
one-year terms beginning in 2022.  There shall be no further limit on one-year terms so 
long as they are not consecutive. 

 
Proposed Language: 

 
SECTION I - BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

 
c. The officers of this Board shall consist of a President and Vice-President who shall be 

elected for a period of one year at its first meeting; thereafter, they will be elected by the 
Board annually at the second meeting of the calendar year, each to serve until a successor 
is elected.  The President and Vice-President shall serve no more than three consecutive 
one-year terms beginning in 2022.  There shall be no further limit on one-year terms so 
long as they are not consecutive. 

 
Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Executive Director, that the proposed By-Laws change be 
approved. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director informed the Board that the annual terms for the members of the 
Citizens Advisory Committees had expired on December 31, 2023.  Members in good standing may be 
reappointed and new applicant Zachary Felger is recommended for appointment to the Nature Education 
Committee.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Executive Director, to reappoint previous members in 
good standing to the Citizens Advisory Committees and to appoint Zachary Felger to the Nature 
Education Committee. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion, the roll being called 
upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director presented the 2024 Kirk Road Trailhead Lease Agreement for approval.  
The Lease is with Cruise the Creek, LLC and is for a period of one year.  Lee Frey moved, at the request 
of the Executive Director, that the 2024 Kirk Road Trailhead Lease Agreement be approved. The motion 
was seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 



Brian Tolnar, PGA Director of Golf and Recreation presented the 2024 Golf Course Restaurant Lease 
Agreement for approval.  The Lease is with Valley Grille, LLC and is for a period of one year.  Lee Frey 
moved, at the request of the PGA Director of Golf and Recreation, that the 2024 Golf Course Restaurant 
Lease Agreement be approved. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Brian Tolnar, PGA Director of Golf & Recreation presented and requested approval of the following 
Special Events: 

1. Races: 
a. Mill Creek Distance Classic held by Youngstown Road Runners Club on 03-03-24 in 

MCP 
b. Youngstown Ultra Trail Classic held by NEO Trail Club on 09-07-24 in WRA & MCP 

Trails 
Lee Frey moved at the request of the PGA Director of Golf & Recreation that the races be approved.  The 
motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier   

Voting Nay:   None 
 
Brian Tolnar, PGA Director of Golf & Recreation presented and requested approval of the following 
Special Events: 

1. Request to Collect Funds 
a. To benefit New Lease on Life Pet Rescue Inc on 09-07-24 @ YCP 

Lee Frey moved at the request of the PGA Director of Golf & Recreation that the special events be 
approved.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier   

Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation deposit report for the period of 
January 1-31, 2024, at a total of $15,599.77 for approval.   Lee Frey moved at the request of the Director 
of Development to accept the deposit report for the period of January 1-31, 2024, at a total of $15,599.77.  
The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, 
the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier   

Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented the 2024 Annual Development Plan for approval.   Lee Frey 
moved at the request of the Director of Development that the 2024 Annual Development Plan be 
approved.  The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier   

Voting Nay:   None 
 
Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet)  

• Ruth Reedy had originally signed in but declined to speak. 
• Cathy Doslovic spoke about a quote from Queen Latifah regarding finding happiness in little 

things like seeing deer in their back yards.  She referenced comments from the Kennedy family 
regarding turning away from witnessing wrongs or failing to speak up. 



• Ray Thomas stated that when he voted for the tax levy, he thought that he was voting to keep the 
kite festival and a host of other events.  He also referenced the plow horses that used to plow the 
fields.  The Park used to have an Easter Egg hunt.  The sled hill does not have lights.  There is 
no more music at the Morley Pavilion.  The Park claims that this was due to lack of interest but 
the new bands were of no interest.  Halloween at the Morley was an event.  There was a Summer 
Fest were sand was brought in.  He thought he was voting for all of these things.  He does not 
like what is happening to the Park. 

• Lana Van Auker read a prepared statement on behalf of the Save The Deer Group.  She asked 
how invasive species were addressed.  She quoted Dr. Allen’s previous statement on the use of 
herbicides and inquired how much money was spent on herbicides.  Watching nature and wildlife 
is a health benefit.  She asked the Board to save the wildlife. 

• Jerry Serbel stated that he is a resident of Youngstown, Ohio all his life.  He questioned the 
decision of the Board to kill the deer for the benefit of the golfers.  He is proud of the area and 
disagrees with those who did not speak up on behalf of the deer.  He does not walk in the Park 
anymore.  He is confused by the number of deer indicated by the survey.  He asks that we plant 
food for the deer near the golf course. 

• Mickey Drabison was hoping to have up to date figures on the deer management program.  He 
quoted the deer survey pilot who stated that there were too many deer.  He inquired about the 
cost of the sharpshooters.  He questioned the amount of money that was spent to do the 
program.  Nick shared that we have received two invoices from USDA near $7500 for the 
services not including the processing of the deer. 

 
Commissioner Comments: 

• Jeff Harvey provided two documents to be included in the record.  The first is the Forest Science 
Review, Issue Number 1, Winter 2004, Northeastern Research Station USDA Forest Service.  
The second is LEAP for Biodiversity, Position Statement on White-tailed Deer Management, 
updated August 2016. 

 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 







 



 
• Lee indicated that he will look into the past programs that were referenced. 
• Tom Frost inquired about the number of deer harvested.  Nick provided a summary of the deer 

that were harvested.  The end of year report will cover all of these items. 



 
 
Lee Frey moved to exit regular session and go into executive session at 6:36 pm for the purpose of to 
consider the appointment, employment, discipline, or compensation of public employees.  The motion 
was seconded by Tom Frost after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennet, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Lee Frey moved to exit executive session and return to regular session at 7:39 pm.  The motion was 
seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted 
as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennet, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 11, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall at the 
MetroParks Farm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:40 p.m. 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


